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Invasive Plant Working 

Practices 
What? 

 

An Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) is a plant (or animal) 

that was introduced by humans into the British Isles, that 

would not naturally have been present. This toolbox talk will 

concentrate primarily in INNS plants due to the increased 

likelihood of being present and encountered on sites. The 
main species encountered are Japanese Knotweed, Giant 

Hogweed,Himalayan Balsam and Rhododendron.  

 
Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) it is 

an offence ‘to plant or otherwise encourage’ the growth of 

Schedule 9 invasive species in the wild. Spreading plant 

material from one part of the site to another or from on -site to 

off-site (for example trapped in mud on vehicle tyres) would be 

construed as encouraging the growth of these species as they 

can readily re-grow from small parts of the plant as well as 

seeds. It is also illegal to plant or release the spread of certain 

INNS plants.  

 

 Why? 
 

 avoid environmental harm: INNS are a problem because they 

can spread and cause damage to the environment, the 

economy and our health. Examples of the negative effects 

caused by invasive non-native species include economic cost, 

structural damage environmental degradation, aesthetic 

degradation, biodiversity loss, loss of land function, access 

restrictions and increased risk to human and animal health and 

safety. 

 avoid prosecution: Costs incurred because of invasive non-

native species can include repairs to damaged structures and 

environment, delays to works, loss in value of a landholding or 

other asset, potential for prosecution because of damage 

caused by invasive species or infringement of legislation. There 

is also a risk of loss of reputation through mismanagement of 

invasive species, especially where the interest of sensitive local 

groups (such as a fisheries trust) could be affected. 

Do 
Carry out pre works surveys to identifying any INNS on site – 

early identification lets site teams assess time and cost options 

for managing, disposal, or destruction. 

Make sure staff can identify non-native species which are 

present on site to enable correct mitigation can be implemented.  

Ensure non-native species and locations (mapped) are 

incorporated within all relevant site method statements, 

including the site Ecological Protection Plan and Species 

Protection Plans, where appropriate 

Where a species requires long-term management (e.g. Japanese 

knotweed), ensure a site management plan is put together that 

addresses all issues associated with it 

 

Don’t 
Excavate within 7m of an invasive species without advice from 

ecologist/clerk of works. 

 

Use tracked vehicles within the area of infestation where 

possible to minimize trapping of seeds/soils 

 

Stockpile infested material within 10 m of a watercourse  

 

Japanese Knotweed  
 

 
 
Himalayan Balsam 
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/prevent-the-spread-of-harmful-invasive-and-non-native-plants
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/biodiversity/invasive-non-native-species/

